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COLAB SAN LUIS OBISPO              

WEEK OF JULY 30-AUGUST 5, 2017 

 

THIS WEEK 
 

SPECIAL SUPERVISORS MEETING                               
(EXECUTIVE SESSION ON APPOINTMENT OF A NEW COUNTY 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER)  
 

$5 MILLION NEGLIGENT JAIL DEATH SETTLEMENT                                                                                                        

WILL THERE BE A FULL PUBLIC DISCLOSURE 

REPORT ON WHAT HAPPENED? 

  

LAST WEEK 

 

SLO COUNTY “PROGRESSIVES” CONTINUE 

ASSAULT ON SUPERVISOR COMPTON 

And  

PUSH BOARD TO SUPPORT SINGLE PAYER 

MEDICAL TAKEOVER    

MARIJUANA FEES AND TAXES                           
(PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION VERY INCONCLUSIVE  

GRAND JURY REPORTS, LABOR CONTRACTS, & 

FUNDING A CAPSLO HOMELESS SHELTER GLIDE 

THROUGH PRETTY MUCH ON AUTO-PILOT 
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PLANNING COMMISSION GETS STAFF TUTORIAL 

ON MARIJUANA – PUBLIC TELLS THEM TO ALLOW 

UNLIMITED GROWING SITES                                                               
(DRAFT ORDINANCE ON PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA OF 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 10, 2017) 

 

SLO COLAB IN DEPTH                   

(SEE PAGE 6)  

BOS MUST SET INDEPENDENT OUTSIDE 

INVESTIGATION OF ANDREW HOLLAND 

DEATH AND ITS BUREAUCRATS’ ROLE 

By Michael F. Brown 

___________ 

THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY…  

By Joe Armendariz  

   

 

THIS WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, August 1, 2017 (Scheduled) 

 

Item 1 - It is the intention of the Board to meet in closed session to consider Public 

Employee Appointment for the Position of County Administrative Officer.  Because there is 

no write-up, it is not clear where they are in the process. They may be considering the process 

itself.  There is no public meeting other than to call the meeting to order and then go into closed 

session. There will be no other business. 
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Originally no meeting had been scheduled. No reason has been given for the bye. Most 5
th

 

Tuesdays of the month are non-Board meeting days. Fairly often a 4
th

 Tuesday is a non-meeting 

day. In part, the new Board majority is not relentlessly pushing new programs and regulations 

such as the Gibson, Hill, and Patterson triumvirate did back in the “good old days.” 

 

Summertime and the livin’ is easy? 

 

 

LAST WEEK’S HIGHLIGHTS 

  

 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of Tuesday, July 25, 2017 (Completed)  

 

Item 19 - General Public Comment Period – New Assaults on Supervisor Compton by the 

SLO “Progressives” Democratic Party Alternative Left.  SLO County Progressives Co-Chair 

Nick Andre accused Supervisor Compton of interfering with appointments to the Oceano 

Community Advisory Council . Regular Compton critic, Charles Varney ( who wishes to be 

appointed ) also complained. At the end of the public comment period Compton pointed out that 

she had no role and had not talked to anyone about the vacancy.  

 

The Community Advisory Councils (CACs) are voluntary self-governing groups set up by Board 

Resolution to review community issues and advise their respective Supervisors. The advice has 

no official weight. The County funds them through each Supervisor’s office budget, where an 

amount is set aside each year for community events and other activities. 

 

Like homeowners associations, church boards of trustees, neighborhood associations, and other 

groups, the CACs provide an opportunity for members to give advice to policy makers.  

 

In this case Andre and Varney are simply community organizing to attempt to defeat Compton in 

2018. 

 

Part II of the SLO Progressives appearance contained an appeal to the Board to endorse the 

revival of SB 562, Single Payer Medical by the State of California.  Activists Susan Frank, 

Cathleen Olsen, and Robert Skinner made a coordinated presentation citing how bad the US is 

because it’s the only industrial nation without national socialized medicine. 

 

Gibson and Hill were positively salivating and promised to amp up the issue in the December-

January time frame, when the County is working on its 2018 State Legislative Program.  

 

Item 1 - Grand Jury Report on Jail, Jail Medical Issues, and Inmate Deaths.  The Board 

directed staff to hurry up and bring back a report on the operational and fiscal feasibility of 

contracting out jail medical care. They must have known that the County was about to take a $5 

million dollar hit as the result of the death of a mentally ill prisoner caused by the breakdown of 

management controls and procedures between its Health Agency and the Sheriff’s Department.  
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Background:  The Jury found deficiencies in management structure and coordination between 

the Sheriff’s Office and the County Health Agency related to inmate medical care. The recent 

deaths are mentioned but treated gingerly because they are supposedly under investigation by 

unnamed agencies. 

 

Essentially the Jury recommended that the County explore going out to bid to seek a private 

sector corrections medical management company to provide comprehensive care and 

accountability. Many neighboring jurisdictions have adopted this method.   

 

Item 2 - Grand Jury Report on Residential and Jail Detoxification Services.  The Board did 

not seem to express any urgency on this item. 

 

Background:  The jury found that there are few residential detoxification services for the poor 

and that jail detox services are insufficient and not coordinated. The County answer seems to be 

running some sort of inter-departmental task force to figure out what to do. 

 

Both items 1 and 2 above raise questions about the sense of urgency and coordination within the 

County’s Health Agency, its mental health and alcohol and drug programs, and the Sheriff’s 

Office. (See the COLA In Depth Section on page 6 for further details)  

 

Item 20 - Execution of the $500,000 Construction Grant to the Community Action 

Partnership of San Luis Obispo County (CAPSLO).  As expected, Supervisor Hill, who had 

once led the support for a homeless services center, expressed concern that such centers are an 

obsolete modality of homeless care. He said that he supported the more contemporary “Housing 

First” concept. Under Housing First, the idea is to get the homeless housed and then provide 

them with all manner of supportive social services, counseling, job training, etc.  

 

Actually, and prior to the mid-1980’s, this was the national model. After that, the so-called 

therapeutic model became vogue. It obviously hasn’t worked. 

 

There was some speculation that Hill has an additional motivation to question matters pertaining 

to CAPSLO. It is asserted that he became angry with the organization when it demoted a former 

wife/girl friend of Hill (we aren’t sure the status) and then terminated her. It actually seems 

strange that such a petty issue would motivate him. 

 

On substance, and if he truly believes what he said, Hill is right. Now, would he support a 

comprehensive program of regulatory and land use reform, which would dramatically expand the 

housing supply and provide  a ladder that would open up affordable housing at the bottom? 

Would he support homeless RV parks and manufactured housing developments geared to their 

needs? Or is this lip service and nothing will actually happen  because, while he and the left talk 

a good game, their ultimate loyalty is to hypocritical NIMBY’ s and the radical environmental 

movement, which prevent anything from being built.   
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Background:  This item executed the action payment transaction. The budgetary approval 

already occurred in 2014. The total project is estimated to cost about $6.7 million. The write-up 

states that CAPSLO has raised the balance of the funding from other sources. 

 

 

Item 25 - Marijuana Fees and Taxes.  The Board received a presentation on the potential 

structure of fees and taxes related to the legalization and County land use regulation of 

recreational marijuana. No hard decisions were made, and the entire board seemed to be in  

agreement that “balance is needed.”  The purpose of the presentation was to request that the 

Board provide direction on whether or not it wishes staff to study and prepare adopting 

legislation for: 

 

 Marijuana Regulatory Fees to cover the costs of administering future regulatory 

ordinances including administration, inspection, and enforcement. 

 Marijuana Taxes to provide the County additional discretionary revenue.  

 

In the end the staff did not receive much direction. 

 

 

Planning Commission Meeting of Tuesday, July 27, 2017 (Completed)  

 

 

Item 5 - Study session and informational update related to cannabis regulations.  The 

Commission received a report about the evolution of state marijuana legislation and current 

options for the County to regulate cultivation, processing, and sales. No action was scheduled 

and none took place. Speakers were almost entirely supportive of expanded marijuana. The basic 

message from the current and potential growers is: don’t limit the number of sites, don’t limit the 

size the sites beyond what the state enabling legislation permits, and don’t over-tax and -fee the 

industry. The Commission will take up a draft ordinance beginning on Thursday, August 10, 

2017. 

 

Background:  Essentially, the County has lost control of the marijuana issue in terms of the 

proliferation of both registered and unregistered grows. There are over 350 grows registered and 

many hundreds more that are not registered. If the Board desires to reduce the total number as 

part of its ultimate adoption and regulatory scheme, it is going to be very difficult.  

 

Relatedly there are different factions in the marijuana industry representative of varying 

interests, such as small mom and pop operations all the way up to large corporate entities and 

everything in between. 

 

The potential scale and value of the industry is enormous. After several updates, the Board of 

Supervisors lobbed the issue to the Planning Commission with instructions to craft a  

recommended regulatory scheme and ordinance and then to report back. 
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COLAB IN DEPTH 

IN FIGHTING THE TROUBLESOME, LOCAL DAY-TO-DAY ASSAULTS ON OUR 

FREEDOM AND PROPERTY, IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN MIND THE 

LARGER UNDERLYING IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC CAUSES 

AND FORCES  

BOS MUST SET INDEPENDENT OUTSIDE 

INVESTIGATION OF ANDREW HOLLAND 

DEATH AND ITS BUREAUCRATS’ ROLE 

By Michael F. Brown 

The policing and jail business is inherently hazardous . The opportunity for mistakes is 

ever present. Violent acts and their potential are a constant threat. From time to time split 

second decisions must be made, such as whether to shoot or otherwise incapacitate a 

proven or potentially armed assailant. Sheriff’s deputies, police officers, corrections 

officers, Highway Patrol officers, and probation officers can face terrible decisions, often 

alone and in the dark. They deserve the utmost support and respect.   

When an apparent tragic mistake occurs, such as the admitted missteps that resulted in 

the death of San Luis Obispo County Jail prisoner Andrew Holland and a $5 million 

taxpayer settlement, it is incumbent upon the elected Board of Supervisors, who 

constitute the accountable legislative authority, to take control of the situation by 

conducting the most complete and exhaustive formal investigation possible and then 

issuing a full and completely transparent report of what happened, how it happened, why 

it happened, and which officials and employees failed to follow administrative 

procedures and more importantly in this case, common sense and care for human life. 

After all a prisoner is already in a constrained environment.  

In this regard, County staff has indicated that the County is conducting an “overall 

investigation” of the situation. The methodology and staffing of the investigation have 

not been disclosed. Thus it is not known if it is an in-house effort or if there is an 

independent outside investigator, such as the County engaged in 2009 to investigate its 

then-County Administrator and Assistant County Administrator with regard to a litany of 

allegations (subsequently proved) involving improper personal conduct and conflicts of 

interest.  

It seems deficient that the Board has not engaged independent outside expert help, given 

the much more tragic and serious nature of this debacle.  
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Relatedly, the Sheriff had announced previously that he had requested the FBI to 

investigate the matter. It is not known whether the FBI agreed, because the FBI does not 

disclose its investigations until they are over (except by leak in the Trump era in 

Washington) so as not to compromise them. We have not heard from anyone involved 

whether the FBI has talked to them or their colleagues. 

Currently accusations are circulating that there are jail videotapes displaying staff 

behavior in the Holland case that may go beyond inadvertent negligence.  

It has been reported and confirmed that the Los Angeles Times has made a public records 

release request for these videos. It is also reported that other news outlets have 

subsequently filed their own requests. The matter may begin to take on national notoriety 

as a result. The County Counsel and staff are considering how to handle the media 

demands. Has the Board of Supervisors had an opportunity to review the videos?  

They can little afford to appear to be consenting to a cover up in a varnished investigation 

by their own staff bureaucrats and officials, some of whom are political supporters.  

So far, the County’s official response has been to admit mistakes and to promulgate a list 

of revised administrative procedures. The substance of the changes evinces serious 

operational, communication, and management problems. For example the document, in 

the form of news release, states in part: 

County officials have taken a hard look at the circumstances leading up to Mr. Holland’s death. 

Since January, the County has made sweeping changes in an effort to prevent a tragedy like this 

from reoccurring. Some of the more significant changes include:  

There are only 16 beds at the County’s only Psychiatric Health Facility (PHF), but there are 

about 600 County Jail inmates at any given time and a substantial number of these inmates 

suffer from mental illness. The County Health Agency changed protocols to ensure that the 

facility can now promptly accept mentally ill inmates who are a danger to themselves or others. 

COLAB NOTE: If the PHF is full, why don’t they have a contract with an outside locked 

mental health facility such as Vista Del Mar in Ventura to receive the overflow? Did 

anyone in the County refuse to fund such a contract? 

The Sheriff’s Office discontinued the use of its restraint chair and has updated its restraint 

policies. Restraint chairs are commonly used in emergency situations at jails across the state to 

prevent inmates from harming themselves. 

The Sheriff’s Office has also restricted the amount of time an inmate can spend in a safety cell to 

no more than 72 hours. Now, after 48 hours, only a Health Agency psychiatrist can extend the 

amount of time an inmate can spend in a safety cell, and only by 24 hours after an in-person 

assessment of the inmate. After 48 hours in a safety cell, an inmate must be either cleared for jail 

housing, cleared for an extended stay in a safety cell by a psychiatrist, admitted to the County 

Psychiatric Health Facility, or transported to a hospital.  COLAB NOTE: What does the 48-

http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Administrative-Office/Forms-Documents/Miscellaneous/Jail-Medical-Improvements-for-Inmates-(Fact-Shee.aspx
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hour clearance do? Holland was already in mortal danger prior to 48 hours. Again, if the 

PHF is full, why not transport them to a hospital sooner? Hill and Gibson are always 

bragging about the great County Budget. What happened here? 

Both the Sheriff’s Office and the Health Agency have added dedicated supervision of the 

medically and mentally ill inmates at County Jail and have increased communication between 

the Sheriff’s staff and Health Agency staff.  COLAB NOTE: What does this mean? In the 

past, if there had been a problem, wouldn’t the Jail Commander or duty Jail Shift 

Commander pick up the phone and call the duty Behavioral Health Department Manager? 

If it wasn’t resolved, why didn’t they call the Sheriff, Behavioral Health Director, Health 

Agency Director, and CAO to get action?  

In the end, and if the investigation is independent and the results are publicly disclosed, there 

will be much more citizen support for law enforcement, the justice system, the Health Agency,  

and the County leadership. 

There are several new separate jail death suits brewing, one of which is predicted to be very high 

cost. 

Mike Brown is the Government Affairs Director of the Coalition of Labor Agriculture and 

Business (COLAB) of San Luis Obispo County. He had a 42-year career as a city manager and 

county executive officer in 4 states including California. He can be reached at 

mike@colabslo.org.  

  

 

mailto:mike@colabslo.org
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Think Globally, Act Locally…  

By Joe Armendariz   

I read with interest a recent Newspress article “SB council opposes offshore expansion”, 

which talks about a couple of members of the Santa Barbara city council using their 

positions of influence to advance the exhausted fiction that somehow America in general, 

and California in particular, should ban offshore oil production. Apparently these 

councilmembers believe it sound 

energy policy for California to 

continue importing 64% of the oil 

we use each day from foreign 

sources, including 56% from 

hostile countries in the Middle 

East.  

 

Now I know the article makes 

clear that these two local 

politicians, who’s time would be 

better spent focusing on pot holes, 

as well as dealing with the city’s 

homeless problem, will say we 

need to replace evil fossil fuels 

with angelic renewables. Sounds like a divine idea. However, consider this, currently 80% 

of our nation’s fuel source come from fossil fuels. In 2050, 33 years from now, according to 

that same federal agency, 79% of our nation’s fuel source will still come from fossil fuels. 

Hmm.  

That’s a 1% reduction in a little over three decades. Now I hate to dampen someone’s 

enthusiasm here, but at this rate, America can expect to replace fossil fuels in about 2,600 

Earth orbits. And speaking of renewables, suffice it to say that is a lot of renewing solar 

adventures… 

Oh I suppose it is anyone’s inspired guess as to what miraculous alternative energy 

technology might be invented in the future, or maybe reverse engineered by extra-

terrestrials, but one thing is as clear as Santa Barbara on a summer afternoon, and that is 

fossil fuels will remain our nation’s primary energy source for the foreseeable future. And 

lest somebody think this is a bad thing, perhaps so bad that our local elected officials should 

busy themselves passing pointless city council resolutions, it is not a bad thing. In fact, it is 

a good thing.   

Now, if it is peak oil you’re worried about, worry not. The technological marvel of 

directional drilling, combined with new, innovative high-efficiency extraction methods, 

have unleashed a tidal wave of domestic oil supplies once thought to be unrecoverable as 

recently as ten years ago. And pay no attention to those who preach “peak demand” which 

would supposedly negate the need to produce oil in the future, there’s never been more 
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demand for oil. According to the BP Statistical review, since 1965, global oil consumption 

has grown from 30 million barrels a day to just shy of 100 million barrels a day. This is due 

to several factors, including the fact that the estimated vehicle miles traveled on all roads, 

worldwide, reached 3.2 trillion miles according to adviser perspectives, a private company 

that charts economic and market trends.   

If it is climate change that 

keeps you awake at night and 

otherwise tied up in knots, well, 

worry not. At least not as it 

relates to our use of fossil fuels, 

particularly natural gas.  

Again, according to the Energy 

Information Administration, 

due to the substitution of 

natural gas for coal, C02 levels 

in the United States are at 1988 

levels. Natural gas is something 

America is blessed with in 

abundance. In fact, America is 

the Saudi Arabia of natural gas and this is not only beneficial with respect to addressing 

climate change, it is beneficial to our ability, as a country, to manufacture durable goods at 

lower costs…and this has real world applications. Apple, for example, sells 33,000 iPhones 

every hour. That requires a lot of manufacturing. Indeed, that requires a lot of energy. And 

the lower the cost of domestic energy, the lower the price of this ubiquitous hand held 

device, and other similar smart products that have transformed our lives, while also 

revolutionizing our society. 

Make no mistake about it, California isn’t unique when it comes to consuming fossil fuels. 

We use 40 million gallons of gas a day in California. And we use 400,00 gallons a day in 

Santa Barbara County. So the question isn’t do we need oil, or should we use oil, but, rather, 

where should we produce oil? Here in America where we do it cleaner, and safer than any 

other place in the world? or overseas where they don’t pay close especially close attention 

to doing it clean, and safe. Message to the Santa Barbara City Council, if you are genuine 

environmentalists, and are firmly grounded in reality, common sense dictates that we 

produce oil domestically, and, yes, even locally, because that is the environmentally 

superior option. And by utilizing a modern, secure pipeline system to transport our 

domestically and responsibly produced oil supply, we can also lower the risks associated 

with meeting the daily tremendous demands for this essential commodity.  

Now, I understand that for some politicians it is tempting to play to the crowd. But 

leadership requires more than that. True leadership demands you tell the people the truth, 

and it requires an adherence to the facts, while pursuing a commitment to intellectual 

integrity. So while jumping on the uber-green bandwagon in order to be trendy might seem 

like a clever way to climb the political ladder, it frankly fails the test of responsible 

leadership. There are always some risks associated with every human endeavor. And energy 
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production is certainly no exception. But when the risks and the rewards, and the costs and 

the benefits are properly considered and weighed, I submit that maximizing one of our state 

and county’s comparable advantages, which includes our oil and gas reserves, is not only 

the right thing to do, it is the smart thing to do.  

 

Joe Armendariz is a former two-term member of the Carpinteria City Council, and the 

executive director of the Santa Barbara County Taxpayers Association, and Santa Barbara 

Technology and Industry Association. The views and opinions expressed in this space are 

his own, and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the organizations he 

represents. He can be reached at: 805-990-2494 or: joe@armendarizpartners.com 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

  
 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=144&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS556US556&tbm=isch&tbnid=bNh77TRjKKwK-M:&imgrefurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/news9405.php&docid=tyoBhh9O1_V_FM&imgurl=http://newsletters.embassyofheaven.com/news9405/horse.gif&w=292&h=280&ei=PtDVUrCQPMOy2wW1j4DgDQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1036&page=8&ndsp=21&ved=0CJ4BEIQcMDM4ZA
tel:(805)%20990-2494
mailto:joe@armendarizpartners.com
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 REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING 

Greetings Growers and Agricultural Interested Parties 
  

As many of you know, the current Agricultural Order (known as Ag Order 3.0) will 

expire on March 8, 2020.  With this deadline in mind, Water Board staff must now 

begin the task of developing a new Ag Order. 

 

We are holding three scoping meetings to discuss development of the next Ag 

Order.  The goal of the meetings is generally to hear your perspective on Ag Order 3.0, 

and its predecessor, Ag Order 2.0.   

 

The meetings will be listening sessions where you will have the opportunity to share 

with Water Board staff your perspective and experiences regarding the pros, cons, and 

ideas for potential improvement of the Ag Order.  Discussion topics will include the 

structure of the Ag Order, such as tiering and enrollment, as well as monitoring and 

reporting requirements. 

  

The meetings are scheduled as follows: 

  

August 7, 2017: 9:00-11:30 a.m. 

Agricultural Center Conference Room 

U.C. Cooperative Extension 

1432 Abbott Street 

Salinas, CA 93901 

       

August 10, 2017: 1:00-3:30 p.m. 

Shepard Hall 

Santa Maria Public Library 

421 South McClelland 

Santa Maria, CA 93454 

  

August 15, 2017: 1:00-3:30 p.m. 

Watsonville Public Library 

275 Main Street, Suite 100Meeting Room (2
nd

 floor), Watsonville, CA 95076 
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SUPPORT COLAB!                                                                                                                            

PLEASE COMPLETE THE 

MEMBERSHIP/DONATION FORM                           

ON THE NEXT PAGE 
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